Wisdom and Destiny

to the greatest extent in our power.
It were incumbent upon us to visit and
nurse the poor, to console the afflicted ; to
found model factories, surgeries, dispen-
saries, or at least to devote ourselves, as
men of science do, to wresting from nature
the material secrets which are most essen-
tial to man. But yet, were the world at
a given moment to contain only persons
thus actively engaged in helping each other,
and none venturesome enough to dare
snatch leisure for research in other direc-
tions, then could this charitable labour
not long endure; for all that is best in
the good that at this day is being done
round about us, was conceived in the
spirit of one of those who neglected,
it may be, many an urgent, immediate
duty in order to think, to commune with
themselves, 'in order to speak. Does if
follow that they did the best that was to
be done ? To such a question as this who
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